I say in this country advisedly, for the vast bulk of haematological knowledge is derived from observations made either in the German-speaking countries or in the United States. One reason for this may be that we have not here such diseases as malaria to draw our attention to the blood in obscure conditions.
There must, however, in addition be some fault in our education, for certainly not one in a hundred of our young graduates knows how to conduct a blood examination properly, or, which is even more important, how to interpret his results when he has got them; and if he has the knowledge, it is too often forgotten or neglected when he goes into practice.
If students were less vexed with the skeleton of the crocodile, and with the phenomena of electrotonus, there might be time for them in their course to learn matters of value to them, and there would be some chance of medicine becoming a scientific profession instead of a business.
There is in the minds of some men a positive dread of making blood examinations. For example, I came across an instance not long ago of a practitioner who had to examine a ?case for life insurance. 
